~ Wisconsin

K Antique
%  WARCI
87 NEWS

Volume 23 January 2020 Issue 1

www.warci.org

Fairbanks Morse Model 58-T-1
Part 2

Next WARCI Meet: Inside This Issue...

Sunday Jan 19th, 2020: 8:00 -11:00 AM | | For the Record.............ccccceieinininnnnnn... 2
Hampton Inn & Suites Milwaukee West | | WARCI News Club News and Doings......... 3
8201 W. Greenfield Avenue News from Neighboring Clubs.............c.... 5
West Allis, Wisconsin 53214 Basic Wood Cabinet Refinishing...Part 2.....6
Doors open at 7AM for setup )

(see page 20) Classified AdS......cooeeee covrinnriiiiiinnnnnnns 13
Features: Swap Meet, 50-50 Raffle, WARCIT Services...cceeeeeeecneececeeeeeeceeacees 17
donation auction ONlNE AdS.....oeuverereereereereersesensensenne 18

Great Pizza ! . .
Pictures from Madison Meet.................. 19

Pictures from November Meet............... 20



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjitcvJw_PiAhURIqwKHasvA60QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stonevintageradio.com%2Fitems.php%3FCA%3D5%26UID%3D&psig=AOvVaw1saMbrm3tnBO0EfesZwwaI&ust=1560964310721776

isconsin

2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Swap Meet Locations and Times:

Milwaukee (8-11AM): The Terminal
5917 S Howell Ave, Milwaukee, W1 53207

Madison(8:30-11:30AM):

. 3610 Lexington Ave, Madison, WI 53714
Www.warclL.org
West Allis (8-11 AM): Hampton Inn and Suites
8201 W Greenfield Ave, West Allis, WI 53214

The Wisconsin Antique Radio Club, Inc. exists to preserve the history and enhance the knowledge of radio,
television and other related disciplines, promote fellowship and the exchange of ideas and experience between
antique radio collectors. We have a special interest in the history of radio in our home state of Wisconsin:
Wisconsin radio companies and their radios. Wisconsin radio stations, etc. Our members’ interests include radio
{encompassing transmitters, earphones, speakers, antennas, tubes, batteries, components, etc as well as
receivers), television, audio, and antique phonographs.

Individual memberships are $15 for the calendar year (January — December), including a subscription to the
WARCI News.

WARCI holds six swap meets in the Milwaukee-area each year, in January, March, June, July, September and
November. The seller’s fee at Swap Meets is $7.00 for members, $10 for non-members. Additional swap meets
in May and August are hosted by the Madison chapter of WARCI and follow the same schedule. Swap meet
times are 8:00AM — 11:00AM for Milwaukee-area meets, and 8:30AM — 11:30 AM for Madison-area meets.
Doors open at the posted time for set-up. Check the WARCI website for the most up-to-date meet schedule.

WARCI publishes the WARCI News five times per year (January, March, May, July, and September) in PDF or
hard copy. The newsletter reports on club activities, includes articles contributed by members, photos from club
swap meets, news and events of neighboring clubs including ARCI. NARC, and MARC, and members’
classified ads.

The club operates the WARCI website at www.warci.org. The website features information on club activities
and a growing compilation of information about Wisconsin radio companies and their radios. including
photographs and WARCI News articles about the companies. The intent is to gradually develop an overall
history of radio in Wisconsin, its companies, broadcasting stations, etc. Back issues of the WARCI News and
the Battery Set Compendium are also available for download from the website. WARCI is also on Facebook.

Contact one of the WARCI Board Members below for more information about WARCI.
WARCI OFFICERS AND BoOoARD (2020)

President -- Nicholas Tillich, president@warci.org, (262)271-1564

Vice President -- Terry Hanney, carlyradiosets@gmail.com, (414)429-4405
Secretary -- Mike Sajdowite, msajdowitz | @gmail.com

Treasurer -- Bill Engaas, craftvradioBKd@vahoo.com, (262)786-8183

Board Members -- Jim Menning, Dale Boyce, Mike Krawczyk. Dennis Schrank
WARCI News Editor — Mike Sadjowitz, msajdowiizl{@gmail.com
‘Webmaster -- Nicholas Tillich, webmasteri@warci.org
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WARCI NEWS AND DOINGS

ATTENTION Notice of WARCI Board Meetings
Remember our January meet will be WARCI holds Board Meetings after all of it’s
at the Hampton Inn, 82nd and Milwaukee —area radio meets. The Board Meetings
Greenfield , West Allis, WI generally start around 11AM and all current WARCI
(Across from State Fair Park) members are encouraged to attend. This is your
2 TABLE LIMIT opportunity to see how the club is run and provide your

valuable input. In addition, WARCI’s Annual Business

Meeting is held every year in November, concurrent

Welcome to the Club!

with our annual elections.

Our newest Members: We look forward to seeing you !
Garry Bender
Paul Blaha Your Officers and Board members

Steve Kanter re-elected for another year

. President - Nicholas Tillich
Craig Korn
Tom Kleinschmidt
Tony Peterson

Dave Stout

Vice President -- Terry Hanney
Secretary -- Mike Sajdowitz
Treasurer -- Bill Engaas

Board Members -- Jim Menning, Dale Boyce,
Mike Krawczyk, Dennis Schrank

WARCI News Editor — Mike Sajdowitz
Webmaster -- Nicholas Tillich

WO ROO7y

OLD TIME RADIO
TUESDAYS 10:00AM-NOON

(L ——

Hoste by WARCI Member GregVan Beek
Saturdays 9:00 PM to 10:00 PM

Streaming Live at www.1420thebreeze.com

WGKI 1420 AM on the dial in Plymouth, Wisconsin

Legendary singers, big bands, and personaliies from the 1930 to the 50’
and beyond, along with Classic Old Time Radio Show Broadcasts

NostalgiaRadioTime@yahoo.com Look for us on Facebook & Twitter

WRLR 98.3FM

ROUND LAKE HEIGHTS ILLINOIS

Streaming world wide: wrir.fm

RICK HAGERTY
PRODUCER-HOST

ricksradioroots@gmail.com
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WARCI Club Treasurer Position Available

As many of you are already aware, our club treasurer Bill Engaas will be retiring from his
position in March of 2020. Bill has served as our club treasurer since 2009 and we thank him
for over 10 years of service!

FOR TREASURER

We are looking for a current WARCI member to take over this position. Responsibilities

include maintaining our bank account, collecting membership dues, collecting swap space and
donation auction payments at Milwaukee-area meets, and writing checks for club expenses.
In addition, this person would need to attend WARCI board meetings at least 3 times per year.

All Wisconsin Nonstock Corporations (like WARCI) are required to have a Treasurer per
Chapter 181 of the Wisconsin Statues, so this position is vital to the existence of the club!

WARCI currently has 8 dedicated club officers who provide guidance to this club, but we
desperately need more. WARCI’s newest board member joined in 2015!

We all have busy lives, but the success of this club is determined by those who put in the extra
effort to keep things running smoothly. Can we count on you in 2020 for WARCI Treasurer?

Contact WARCI President Nick Tillich at president@warci.org if you are the right fit for part or
all of this position!
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News from Neighboring Clubs

MARC
Michigan Antique Radio Club

Vintage Electronics Expo

February 1, 2020
9AM - 4PM
www.thevee.org
NARC ARCI
Northland Antique Radio | | Antique Radio Club of Illinois
Club ARCI will hold an indoor swap meet,
NARC will hold its workshop and people's choice contest, on February 23,
Outdoor Mini-Swap Meet Sunday, 2020 from 7AM - 9:30AM at the

February 23, 2020, at the Pavek American Legion Hall, 570 South Gary
Museum of Broadcasting, 3517

Raleigh Avenue, St. Louis Park,
MN. meeting starts at 9:00AM.

Avenue, Carol Stream, IL. Officers'

The event is free for all current free coffee
and renewing NARC members. It

also provides a great opportunity
to visit the excellent Pavek April 26, 2020 at the American Legion

The next swap meet will be held on

museum. Hall in Carol Stream, IL.

www.antique-radios.org
www.NorthlandAntiqueRadio
Club.com
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Basic Wood Radio Cabinet Refinishing — Part Two

By Eric Stenberg

This is the second of two articles dealing with the re-
finishing of a vintage radio cabinet. In the first part
we discussed preparing the set for refinishing and
stripping off the old finish. The example cabinet, a
Fairbanks-Morse 58-T-1 (figure 11), is now ready to
be recovered.

So, now that you have taken the finish off, it’s time to
put it back on. The first part to go back on are the
color coats. There are basically three ways to achieve
this, natural wood color, stains, or tinted lacquers.
Manufacturers used all three but I believe they used
tinted lacquer most. Mainly because with the other
two the color will still be there after the finish is re-
moved, though a stain could have been lightened by
the process. But most of the time the color is gone Figure 11: stripped cabinet.

after stripping which is why I suspect tinted lacquer

was used. I certainly suspect this of the Fairbanks Morse Company. It also would have been the quickest,
therefore cheapest, to apply. Natural wood color was mostly left only when designers were creating with ex-
otic woods. So, usually, if you want to be completely authentic you would put the color back with tinted lac-
quers. Now I admit that I prefer the look of stained wood. I think it looks slightly more natural by making the
color more a part of the wood. But the difference is subtle so I leave it up to personal choice. Though for cor-
ners and edge trim tinted lacquer is the only way to go because it is the only way to cover up end grain. T will
talk about both.

However, I must first mention the dreaded subject of grain filler, also known as wood filler. Many of the
popular woods used to make radio cabinets, such as walnut, oak, and mahogany, are considered open grained
wood. The thin dark lines of the grain arc really small voids in the surface. As the name of the stuff implies,
the purpose of grain filler is to fill these voids. It is done to achieve a very smooth surface. If you are going to
use stain you can apply the grain filler before or after. For tinted lacquers it must be done prior. Grain filler
compound comes in colors similar to stain colors. Use one that is darker than your stain or lacquer for a more
natural look. Grain filler has some staining effect of it’s own so I prefer to use it before my color coat to see
the effect. The reason I dread mentioning it is that using it is a complication that takes some practice to get
right. The surface can be left with a slightly muddy look if you do not get it all off the field (the flat part of the
wood between the grain voids). T also do not believe the filled grain look is a perfectly natural look. Grain
filler is optional in my opinion, however, if you want a glass smooth finish you will need to use it.

Another problem with grain filler is that it is often referred to as wood filler. In fact, several brands call them-
selves such. Unfortunately there are other compounds that carry this moniker as well. Grain fillers are pecu-
liar to the fine wood working community. To obtain it you need to go to Wood Workers’ supply stores or mail
order houses catering to the same. If you go to the home improvement emporiums, or even hardware stores,
and ask for wood filler they will steer you toward various wood repair compounds. These may be more famil-
iar to you as they often go by names such as “wood patch” and “plastic wood”. These are very thick pastes
used for filling holes and structural repairs. They dry hard and can be cut and sanded. These wood patching
compounds do have a place in cabinet repair but not as grain fillers. These patching pastes also come in vari-
ous colors like stains, but they all lighten up when sanded. Also they usually claim that they will “take stain
like wood”. They don’t. For these two reasons avoid using them on the wood grained surface of your radio

Continued on page 7

WARCI News - January, 2020 www.warci.org Page



Continued from page 6

cabinets because it will show, especially if you use stain. They are okay for edge trim that is going to be cov-
ered with an opaque coating of tinted lacquer.

True grain filler is applied as a thin paste about the consistency of pancake batter. Some brands have to be
thinned to this point. Grain filler will not dry hard to where it can work for structural repairs. But it will keep
it’s color when sanded. Follow the instructions on the can to use it. The thing to remember is that it needs to
be worked into the grain. It is one of the few times in finishing where working across the grain is best. Put a
generous amount on the cabinet and use circular motions with a cloth to start. I then like to press it into the
grain using a flat plastic scraper used for applying putty to automotive body repairs (found at auto part stores).
Run this scraper hard across the grain. Then let the filler sit. After a few minutes, when it starts to dry to a
dull sheen, wipe off as much as you can with a rough cloth going with the grain. Then let it dry overnight.
The next day you need to sand off the residual. Here the instructions often say to use 220 or 320 grade sandpa-
per. I find it often takes starting briefly with 100 grit paper to get the heaviest deposits off, then progressing
through the lighter grades of sand paper for a smooth surface. The instructions also say a second application
of filler is optional but I have gotten better results doing it.

One other trick, if you want to keep the grain filler from staining the field, spray on a couple light coats of
sanding sealer lacquer (regular clear gloss lacquer will also work) before applying the filler. You need to do
this before each application of filler. You only have to wait a few minutes for the lacquer to dry.

A word about what sanding sealer was really invented to do. After sanding, very small pieces of wood fiber
are left sticking up above the surface of the wood. They can’t usually be seen with the naked cye but do nega-
tively affect the final smoothness. Sanding Sealer was developed to seal around these and seal the flat surface
to prevent more from forming with another round of sanding. The sealed fiber ends just break off and more
won’t form, unless you sand all the way through the sealer. Try it between the lighter grades of sand paper.

By the way, the final smoothness of your finish will be heavily influenced by how smooth things are after the
sanding steps mentioned here. I highly recommend some light sanding with progressively finer paper even if
you choose not to use filler.

And you will notice that there are no pictures of grain filler being used on the Fairbanks Morse. That’s be-
cause I chose not to use it this time, (remember, I said it’s optional). The reason was that there are some flaws
in the veneer on the curved top of the radio where it appears there was some surface splintering in the past.
Not all that uncommon on such curved areas. Sometimes they are complete splits. They are almost impossi-
ble to repair short of replacing the veneer altogether. On this set these flaws are not particularly bad but the
grain filler would have filled them as well and made them more apparent. The final surface is not quite as
smooth as it could have been but it is more than good enough (in my humble opinion).

Now to finally start putting the color coats back on. The first area to go after is the detail trim. The inside
edges of the grill openings on old radios was often colored black or a dark brown. For most work lacquer is
best sprayed on, and I will say more about this in a moment, but this part is an exception. Masking this off and
spraying it would be a chore. Especially on fancy grill work cut outs. Thin grooves cut as decorative accents,
such as this Fairbanks-Morse has, are also good candidates for detail brush work. For this I have been using
Plasti-Kote brand automotive touch up paint. Other brands would probably work as well. Automotive paint is
lacquer based and the touch up paints have retardant added so they do not dry to fast to brush on. I pick up a
bottle of black and another of a medium brown. The black can be used straight or the two can be mixed to
form a dark brown.

You want the inside edges of the grill to be dark to de-emphasize them and produce a shadow effect. For sets
that have no black accent trim elsewhere I like to use a very dark brown. Figure 12 shows the grill opening
being done. Trim grooves are usually black I’ve noticed, though a dark brown can work well here also. Itis

Continued on page 8

WARCI News - January, 2020 www.warci.org Page



Continued from page 7

hard to avoid getting some slop outside the groove.

To clean this I wrap a paper towel tight around a fin-
ger and dip it in clean lacquer thinner. Hold the finger
stiff and wipe it over the top of the groove without
pressing into the groove, as shown in figure 13. This
is a good way to clean slop off the front of the grill
area as well. Next step are the main color coats.

Stains are great on the flat surfaces of the cabinets.
They are not so good for the raised trim and corner
edges because it is hard to keep them from wicking to
the surrounding wood, which usually is a different
shade. Masking off is not as effective with stain.
: ~ Plus stain will highlight, rather than cover, end grain.
There are various kinds of stains available. Min-Wax
F1g12' Coloring edge of the speaker grill opening. ,,,,4 which is popular, is an oil-based penetrating
stain. On radios I prefer a non-penetrating stain. They
come in water and alcohol based varieties. You can
get pigments and mix your own. Water based is easy
to use but it will raise the wood grain and require
some fine sanding. The alcohol-based varieties are
known as Non-Grain Raising (NGR). You can buy
premixed NGR stains at woodworking shops. Lately I
have been using a brand of color concentrate called
TransTint and mixing it with alcohol myself. That
way I can combine colors or mix them double or half
strength for various different shades. With any stain
you wipe or brush it on with the grain, wait a few min-
utes, then wipe off the excess. The nice thing about a
non-penetrating stain is if you get it too dark you can
wipe over it with a cloth soaked in the solvent, such as ; .
alcohol for what I use, and pull some of it back out of Fig13: Cleaning slop over from the groove edges.
the wood to lighten it up. Stain before you do any lac-
quering. And, of course, it will have to dry.

Tinted lacquers are what the name implies, lacquer that has been colored with a pigment or dye. Spray on one
or two light coats and they will tint the surface while letting the grain show through. More coats will give
deeper color, though you probably do not want to go beyond four or five as it gets less transparent as you build
itup. Spray on multiple coats and it builds to a nice opaque surface that is great for corners and trim. Figures
14 and 15 show the cabinet edges masked off and then sprayed with the trim coats of extra dark walnut tinted
lacquer. Like stains you can mix your own tinted lacquers using clear gloss lacquer and pigments. Various
coloring agents such as aniline dye powder, Japan colors, or others are available from wood working supply
shops. You can get your own custom colors this way but, frankly, I wouldn’t bother. Tinted lacquer is avail-
able in aerosol spray cans in a wide variety of wood tone colors. Mohawk brands are the best I have found.
They come in two types, Ultra, which is tinted with a more transparent dye, and Tone Finish, which uses paint
type pigments and builds to opacity quicker. The only trouble with Mohawk lacquers is they are hard to find
in small quantities at retail other than a limited set of colors available from some mail order houses. You can
buy directly from Mohawk but only in bulk. Behlens brand lacquers are slightly easier to find at local wood
working supply stores and also work well. They seem to be similar to the Mohawk Tone finish (and I believe
they are made by the same company).

Continued on page 9
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Continued from page 8

Figl4: Mask off the cabinet for major trim color- Figl5: Trim with 8 to 10 coats of tinted lacquer.

Masking and spraying the trim detail and edges may be a multi step process depending on the design of the set.
The trim bars on the front of the grill on the Fairbanks-Morse where done separately as the masking required
extra attention.

At this point I should wax eloquent about lacquer and how it is applied. Lacquer is an excellent finish, is casy
to work with, and is fairly forgiving as long as you treat it right. Earlier I mentioned it is normally sprayed on.
That is because lacquer works best that way, hands down. Except for small detail areas brushing is an inferior
way to apply it. Sprayed lacquer dries very quickly and a new coat can be done every 3 -5 minutes. The sol-
vents in the lacquer soften the previous coats and cause them to flow together with the new coat. For this rea-
son sanding between every coat is pointless despite what instructions may say. The two big rules to follow
are: one, use light coats and two, do not touch it while it is wet. Light coats keep drips and runs from forming.
Resist the urge to spot fix a part you missed. That is a great way to cause a drip. Build up color and thickness
with multiple coats. Wait the few minutes between coats necessary to let the solvents dry off. And during
those few minutes leave it alone. If you touch it, say to get rid of a drip from spraying too heavily, you will
likely go straight through to the wood. This is especially nasty over a colored area. Lacquer works best in
warm temperatures and low humidity. Ifitis cool or muggy allow more time between coats. Shellac works
much like lacquer but takes longer to dry between coats, say 15 minutes or so.

If you read any books on refinishing you may notice they try to steer you away from lacquer. The problem is
usually the requirement that it be sprayed. They tend to find aerosol cans inadequate and they want to save
you the trouble and expense of spray equipment. This is nice of them but remember they are normally talking
about refinishing large pieces of furniture. It is a matter of scale. Radio cabinets are a perfect size for using
aerosol spray cans. A spray rig would be helpful for the final clear coats on floor consoles, but even there it is
not vital unless you are going to do many. The other good things about aerosol cans are that set up and clean
up are almost non-existent, and the propellant is dry. That last is handy in humid conditions when you would
want water extraction filters on compressed air equipment. Aerosols do cost more per quart but you are not
going to use a lot on a radio cabinet.

If you do want to invest in spray gear and you do not already have a compressor I would definitely recommend
one of the new HVLP (High Velocity Low Pressure) units now available. I’ve seen them for under $200.

They are a technological improvement over conventional spray equipment.

A word about safety. Spray lacquer only where there is lots of ventilation. Avoid breathing the fumes. The
solvents are not your lung’s best friends. I would highly recommend getting a painting filter mask if you are

Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9

going to do this regularly. And, again, the fumes will
mix explosively with open flames so avoid that combi-
nation.

Figure 16 shows the colored cabinet ready for the final
clear coats. If I didn’t mention it before, I used tinted
lacquer for all the coloring on this set. It only took a
couple light coats with a medium brown walnut shade
to color the top, front, and sides. Clear coating is the
step most people imagine about when they think about
refinishing. Once again, multiple light coats is the
name of the game. I go for 20 to 25. I have been told
that original manufacturers may have used even more.
I prefer a satin finish as I think it gives a more mellow
tone indicative of an aged cabinet. But that is a matter °
of personal taste

Figure 16: Overall color coat.

Here is a little tidbit I read about lacquer that I want to pass along. Apparently lacquer is naturally glossy.
Lacquer makers add deadeners to get the flat, satin, and semi-gloss variations. These deadeners weaken the
internal bonds slightly. For this reason I use gloss lacquer for my first 15 — 20 coats and follow up with about
5 coats of the satin. If you prefer a high gloss finish do not use the satin.

Clear coat lacquer is much casier to find than the tinted stuff. Any home improvement emporium has it as
well as hardware, paint, and even auto parts stores. I like the Velspar American Traditions brand sold at
Lowes. I find it works well and is inexpensive. Deft brand lacquer works well and has a very nice spray noz-
zle. MinWax also makes a good aerosol spray lacquer that is carried at some wood workers’ supply places.
Of course, the Mohawk lacquer is excellent, but pricey. Avoid the Krylon brand lacquer. The solvents are a
bit too aggressive and will start washing away the color coats. Ouch.

Spray technique (figure 17) goes like this. Work on
one surface (top, front, or side) at a time starting at the
top edge. Hold the can or spray gun 8 to 10 inches
from the surface. Aim to one side of the cabinet and
start spraying. Move onto and across the surface in a
horizontal line parallel to the surface. Keep spraying
past the other side. The motion should be smooth ,
steady, and fairly quick. About one second to cross
the face of a radio like the Fairbanks-Morse. Don’t
pause in the middle of the stroke. For the next pass
aim at the lower edge of the spray swath from the pre-
vious pass. This will become hard to see so just make
an approximate guess. Keep doing this until you have
sprayed the bottom edge then move on to the next
, o L % cabinet surface. Do not go too slow. Do not worry
Figure 17: Spraying the clear coat. that you missed a spot, you will get it next coat. Do
not go back and “spot fix” a section. Runs and drips
are your enemy as they are tough to fix. After you have done all sides wait about 3 to 5 minutes and do it
again. As said before, adjust dry time for temperature and humidity. Below 55 degrees the process generally
does not work well. After the last coat I let it sit overnight at least. Lacquer dries fast but takes longer to thor-
oughly out gas and harden. Figure 18 is the refinished cabinet.

Continued on page 11
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Let me revisit the topic of sanding between coats. The
spray technique I described above makes for very thin
' individual coats, which is another reason to not sand
. between them. I have tried stopping every five or ten
of these coats to sand. In theory this should help with
he final result by taking down the minor imperfec-
ions from the spraying (which can leave that “orange
eel” effect). This jury of one is still out on just how
much it helps as an intermediate step. It does add time
since to do it “right” means stopping to let the cabinet
fully dry overnight and then wet sanding (see below)
with a fine grade of sandpaper, such as 400. Then you
have to let that dry well before resuming the lacquer

" spraying.

Figure 18: the finished clear coat. The last thing you want to do is rub the finish out. Ba-
sically it is a polishing meant to take out minor roughness in the last coat of finish. This is not my favorite step
since if you have a good smooth surface to begin with I don’t think it always buys you a lot, especially on a
satin finish such as I prefer. It is more important for a high gloss finish and you can’t honestly claim a hand
rubbed lacquer finish unless you do it, I guess. Traditional materials for this are pumice and rottenstone mixed
with water or oil. I prefer more modern abrasive items such as #0000 steel wool or very fine grit (400 — 600)
sandpaper. Either can be used wet or dry. Wet sanding involves using a lubricant such as water, turpentine, or
mineral oil and is safer than dry sanding at this point, so is preferred. Lately [ have preferred the results I get
using #0000 steel wool dipped in mineral oil. Rub the cabinet surface with the grain and be very careful not to
get too aggressive, especially if dry sanding, or you will grind through your new finish. Remember you are
only trying to smooth out the final surface. If, indeed, manufacturers originally used many, many coats of lac-
quer, this may well be the main reason. It is an area I intend to experiment further with. If you use mineral oil
you can clean the excess off with mineral spirits (paint thinner). Plus this gives you one more drying step to
look forward to.

You may have read about folks who use many successive steps of wet sanding with very fine grit sandpaper
such as 1000 down to 4000 grit. Then they finish with a good furnisher polish or automotive type paste wax.
They do this tedious work to get the super high gloss, mirror-like “piano” finish you sometimes see. It is im-
pressive when done well. It is also a bit of an art and would take some practice. Personally I am not con-
vinced it represents the way the radios looked when they left the factory. It is actually too good. Though some
high end consoles may have been so lavishly treated. Here T am once again stating a personal preference and it
should not stop you from going for this look if you desire it.

Figure 19 shows the re-assembled radio. I think it looks a tad better than when I started. Putting a cabinet
back together is a lengthy subject in it’s own right since there are a lot of details that effect the final appear-
ance of the radio. Especially if the grill cloth needs to be replaced. There is also cleaning and replacing the
escutcheon and dial cover. Cleaning the knobs (of which I believe there are two that are incorrect on my Fair-
banks-Morse). Also dealing with the cabinet feet and frequently having to find additional chassis screws.
These items are beyond the scope of this article.

As the old saying goes, there is more than one way to skin a cat. I have just gone through the process I follow
to refinish a radio cabinet. But I know there are other opinions out there on many of these steps, and I’'m al-
ways on the look out for other tricks and ideas. If any of you have good ones, please write them up send them
in to the Radio Age editors, or you can e-mail me at cx30a@aol.com. Reference these articles. If I get enough
we will write them up in a follow up blurb. Be sure to include your name so credit can be given. In the mean-
time, go out and return a junky radio to former glory.

Continued on page 12
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Figure 19: Refinished radio.
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Classified Ads

Remember that classified ads up to about 1/4 page are free to WARCI members

The cut-off date is the 15th of the month prior to the publication. Example( The July 2017 Issue
means articles have to be to me by 15 June). Send ads by email or mail

To: Mike Sajdowitz, WARCI Editor, W220 N2716 Maplewood Ln, Waukesha, WI 53186

or msajdowitzl @gmail.com

Wanted: All things Hallicrafters ! Receivers, transmitters, accessories, television sets, test
equipment, signs, books, etc. Also silver-Marshall (1933-34) and Echophone.

Stan Broome, 108 East Main Street, Sun Prairie, WI 53590 1-608-658-6107.

Training - Michael Lewis 6070 County Rd. D, or Oregon, WI 53575 Phone:608-835-7193, email:
deepheart@att.net

I have over 30 years experience in electronically restoring antique radios(I don't restore radio cabi-
nets). For most of this time I've also taught others how to do radio restoration. I can be hired for 4 or 8
hour blocks of bench time. You will have access to DMM's, digital audio and RF generators, capacitor
and indoor analyzers, power supplies, and much other test equipment. I stock 1/4,1/2, 1, 2, 5, and 10w
resistors. Capacitor stock includes 75 values of mylars, micas, and ceramics; electronics from 25
WVDC to 450 WVDC. Tubes are available to my students as well as technical literature including a
Ryder, Beltman, and Gernsback manuals, factory manuals, and Sam's Photofacts. Whether you never
soldered before, or regularly restore radios & are stuck on a "tough dog'" chances are I can help.

WANTED: Parts: Carl Zimm, beampowered-tetrode@yahoo.com

-Volume brass bezel for Zenith 701, 8" speaker for Philco 20, Crosley 59 chassis for Oracle,
AK 80 or 90 chassis.

- For sale; McMurdo- Silver amp for Masterpiece
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Classified Ads

WANTED: by Dale Boyce, Email: radioman@wi.rr.com, 414 840-4146

1. Briggs & Stratton Corporation, Milwaukee, W1 (BASCO) radio equipment from 1922- 1937.Catalogs, complete or in-
complete crystal radios, tube type radios, radio frequency transformers, earphones, tube sockets, crystal detectors,
vernier rheostats, fixed resistors, multi-plate variable condensers, fixed capacitors, literature, advertising, parts boxes,
battery eliminators (radio power units types "A","B","A+B"), push button tuners, promotional items etc. Please check
your boxes of radio parts and your literature files. Also wanted: radios such as Globe Electric, Monroe McKillip and
others which utilize BASCO radio parts.

2. 1920s tube type radios, amplifiers and radio parts boxes, advertising, promotional items, etc. made by Allen Bradley
Company, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

3. 1920s Crystal radios, tube-type radios, advertising and promotional items made by Sunlight Radio, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.

4. 1920s Julius Andrae and Sons Co (JASCO) Crystal radios, radio catalogs, radio equipment and promotional items
made by Andrae Electric, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

5. 1920s horn and cone type radio speakers made by Milwaukee companies including G&G Radio company, GEMCO,
Granolite Art Products, Yahr-Lange, and others.

6. Individual and boxed sets of 1920s Brightson Blue radio tubes distributed by Yahr-Lange, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

WANTED: Parts and Literature: Glenn Trischan 414 357-7024, gnets142@att.net, P.O. Box 240022,
Milwaukee, Wi 53224

e Cylindrical Federal#35 RF transformer or similar,3/8"L x 1 1/8" diameter, to studs/nuts on each end.

e Centralab catalogs from 1960s - 1980s. Central Radio Laboratories/Centralab parts 1920s - 1980s.

o Catalogs/literature/photos of any age from Marsh Radio/Electronics in Milwaukee.

e JMP Products or literature including Submariner and wave meter.

e Set of concentric tuning knobs for Crosley model 725 or clear photo of same.

o Set of Shortwave &, Television Laboratories, Boston, 4 pin coil set (red, blue/black, brown, green) or individual coils.

o Always seeking Wisconsin made radios, especially Globel Electric, Advanced Electric, and Fidelity/New England
Mills.

Advertise with WARCI
Adds up to 1/4 page may be placed in the WARCI news free of charge for WARCI members

Ad's larger then a quarter page are available at the rates outlined below:
1/4 Page free (members only) 1/2 page $15/issue/$60/year (5 Issues)
Full Page $25/Issue, $110/year (5 Issues)
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Classified Ads

Dennis Schrank

Collector of Old
Microphones and
Radios

Buy Sell Trade

to h ! i
(414) 744*3374 We want to hear from you
CALL US AT: 414 476 8474

radio1938@gmail.com

414 840-8812

BY MAIL AT: PO Box 140 Milwaukee WI 53201

E MAIL US AT:  prnoveltyl@earthlink.net

SHIP TO US AT: 170 South Second 5t
Milwaukee W1 53204

Visit us at our new showroom, coming soon to West Allis!

And Now...
Electric Guru Parts House Shop On Line With Us At:
We sell and buy vacuum tubes, electronic www,Prnovelty.Com

fest equipment and radio equipment

7 5 2 77M.sz

David Whitham Phone: 262-833-7999 |8 Tarm of —

PO Box 212 ng:‘www.efedrfcgurupcn‘shouse.com ! the Knob ﬁ : Ciﬁgszﬂoior

Franksville, Wl 53126  Email: info@electricgurupartshouse.com < Vintage Redio < Horn & Cone (¢
4 Witbes ‘ % Speakers ]

i VOLKE |}

3 Jay Volke ]g\;x-zu-asgz :
]:;:ggig;’;fzz jaysradios@aol.com ||
N -‘gh t :

B e R
T

Collector of:
Vintage Radios « Tubes
Advertising
Rick Gantner Phone: 1-262-284-3337

Email Paparickl46@yahoo.com

WARCI News - January, 2020 www.warci.org Page 15



Classified Ads

Wanted By: Phillip Drexler
Phone: 1-651{redacted]

Email: [redacted].com

Klitzen model 125 detector amplifier. Please see page 170 of vol. 2 of “Radio
Manufacturers of the 1920’s” by A. Douglas for a picture. Two type R-11 (five to
one ratio) All American open frame Audio transformers.
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WARCI SERVICES

This page contains classified ads from recent articles of WARCI News, the club newsletter.

Classified ads are free up to 1/4 page for WARCI members. Classifieds will also be posted
online on a regular basis. The cut-off date for all newsletter material is the first of the
month preceding publication of the next newsletter (e.g. April 1st for the May is-

sue). Ads may be emailed to: webmaster@warci.org.

WARCI Radio Services

The following is a list of WARCI members willing to provide repair/restoration services,

advice, or research.

WISCONSIN RADIO RAPAIR SERVICES

NAME LOCATION (WI) EMAIL TELEPHOE SERVICE(s)
AVILABLE
Forrest Anderson Oconomowoc jmander@wi.rr.com 920 474-3643 Radio repair
all ages, old TV
Repair, Some cabinet
restoration,
over 40yrs
experience
Dwight Church West Allis (NONE) 414 545-6972 Radio Repair-
Electronics only
Bill Engaas Menominee Falls craftyradioBK@yahoo.com 262 766-8183 Speaker Repair
Mike Lewis Oregon deepheart@att.net 608 835-7193 Training
Ben Bensaid Elkhorn RegalSoundDesign@gmail.com 262 581-5453 Repair and
restoration
Bill Callaway Mattoon pitboxer3@live.com 715 571-4304 Repair - all
vintage

Clock and Antique Radio Service Website: callawayclockandantiqueradioservice.com
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ONLINE ADS

FOR SALE: Grandfather clock radio, serviced and working great. Radio can be viewed on YouTube
here: https://youtu.be/Y1RTGBICl-s If interested, make an offer. Call Frank Prince 262-639-9307.

FOR SALE:

WANTED: RCA 110K console radio. Also looking for Crosley and Zenith tabletop radios. Airline movie
Dial Radios, and tabletop Detrola radio cabinet Interested in 1970’s LED watches.

Wanted: Speaker for Zenith 12U158 console radio. 12” speaker with push-pull output transformer

And a 1400 ohm field coil.
Call Frank Prince on both items above: 262 639-9307

WANTED: DVD Recorder, working condition w/remote. Call Ben D. 262 344-3302 or Mike Piering
262 657-0237

FOR SALE: Electrovoice 18W(wide) bare floor Speaker, Brand New. Asking $250. or close offer.
Contact Ron Z. ¢/o 2860 Hwy K, Franksville, WI 53126 (no phone)

WANTED: Large Stromberg Carlson floor standing cone speaker. Contact Grant Steger

920 344-2155

WANTED: Any Lincoln, Sargent or Postal radios. RCA AR-60, RCA AR-67 or National AGS

Communications receivers. Hammarlund SP-50 console radio, RCA AVR-5-A general

Purpose receiver. Call Tony Peterson (763) 4223-8889 or Email: ton10291@comcast.net
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Photos trom Madison Meet

Courtesy of Jim Menning
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Photos trom November Meet

Clean Table Radios

More Radios Stromberg - Carlson
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The Wisconsin Antique Radio Club

will hold their next swap meet on January 19" at:

Hampton Inn & Suites Milwaukee West
8201 W Greenfield Ave, West Allis, WI 53214

The weather may be cold but we’ll get there any way we can!

- FREE Admission! Selling spaces are $7 for members and $10 for non-
“members. Doors open at 7AM for setup, swap meet runs from 8-11AM.

A donation auction will be held at 10:30AM. Limit 2 tables per seller.
Come early for the best selection and stay to meet fellow collectors!
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